
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 16, 2011 
Title:  “The Invitation” 
Text:  Ruth 3:1-18 
Theme: Waiting on God does not preclude our working in The Story.  Waiting and 

working are inseparably linked in the fulfillment of The Story.   
 
Introduction:  
Naomi recognizes the provision of God in allowing Ruth to harvest in the field of one who 
might function as a kinsman-redeemer.  Yet Naomi must act, and act she does.  Ruth, in 
obedience to the direction of Naomi, washes herself and surrenders to the will of Boaz.  It 
would appear Ruth’s forwardness toward Boaz was somewhat unexpected and could imply or 
carry overtones of impropriety.  She acted in obedience to her mother-in-law and from the 
open affection and generosity of Boaz, who was careful to protect Ruth’s honor.  He gave her a 
token of his intent and sent her back to Naomi (v. 15).  Once Naomi did her work of 
preparation, she then “waited” (v. 18).   
 
Think where our story began.  It was marked as a tale of woe and misery.  Now the tables 
seem to turn.  Significant hope, healing and wholeness appear to raise their heads on the 
horizon of help.  God is working and He has not forgotten His people.  He calls us to prepare 
the horse, and this preparation is always marked by waiting and trusting.  Right now God 
extends to you glimmers of hope in the various twists and turns of the journey.  God is never 
late, seldom early, but always right on time.  We must learn to wait knowing that what God 
intends to do He will do. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
“Chapter three contains the climactic events of the whole Ruth story.  The necessary 
commitments have been made, and in this story, where righteousness prevails, commitments 
are certain to be fulfilled.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 130). 
 
The Problem: 
We have a tendency to polarize the idea of “working for God” and “waiting on God” without 
realizing that such actions are not mutually exclusive.  We are to work and wait while resting 
in God who is always pushing the Story to its fullest and final conclusion. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Naomi’s counsel (vv. 1-4, 18) 
 
Naomi knew what needed to be done.  What began as a very dark chapter in Ruth 1 now 
begins to bud forth in bright colors.  Naomi’s knowledge of the Law is commendable. 
 
“The audience should recall Naomi’s words in 1:9, where she prays that the two young 
widows should find security in the homes of new husbands.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, 
The Anchor Bible, 116). 
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She knows Boaz is a man of great wealth and has the means of redeeming the line of 
Elimeleck.  
 

A. Make yourself presentable (v. 3) 
 
“Naomi is preparing Ruth to make clear to Boaz that she wants him to marry her.  All the 
preparations for this night-time visit, the place, the way of approach, the timing, all are geared 
to making it clear that Ruth is asking Boaz for (levirate) marriage.”  (David Atkinson, The 
Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 100). 
 

B. Make your request known (v. 4) 
 
“The question is whether the story-teller meant to be ambiguous and hence provocative.  It 
seems to me that he did; therefore the intentional ambiguity of the translation ‘legs,’ which 
leaves open the question of how much of his legs.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor 
Bible, 117). 
 
Ruth did everything requested of her; now she was to wait. “She had done all that was fit for 
her to do, and now she must patiently wait the issue and not be perplexed about it.” (Matthew 
Henry) 
 

II. Ruth’s compliance (vv. 5-9) 
 
Ruth completely submitted herself to her mother-in-law’s counsel.  Ruth was putting herself 
out there for criticism, but she was willing to obey. 
 
“Ruth has come to learn how important a husband’s inheritance and a male heir were to the 
people of Yahweh in those times.  Naomi, Ruth knows, is too old to bear children (1:11).  
Orpah had gone back to Moab.  The important duty now falls to her.”  (David Atkinson, The 
Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 101). 
 
“What Ruth is assenting to in 3:5 are the specific steps in Naomi’s plan, however drastic or 
dangerous they may appear to be.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 117). 
 
The narrative includes enough to move the Story forward.  Instead of waiting for instruction, 
Ruth invites Boaz to act in her behalf.  She desires for Boaz to respond to her request to redeem 
the line of Elimelech. 
 

A. Her actions (vv. 7b, 8) 
 
She went in and did what her mother-in-law asked of her. 
 
“It is simply incomprehensible to me that a Hebrew story-teller could use the words ‘uncover,’ 
‘wing’ (3:9), and a noun for ‘legs’ which is cognate with a standard euphemism for the sexual 



 

 

3 

organs, all in the same context, and not suggest to his audience that a provocative set of 
circumstances confronts them.” (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 131). 
 

B. Her attitude (v. 9a) 
 
I am your maid-servant. 
 

C. Her appeal (v. 9b) 
 
“Ruth is asking Boaz as goel to act as her levir.  It was clearly a risky undertaking.  Ruth is 
placing herself in a situation of extreme vulnerability, in which she could easily be taken 
advantage of.  That she involves herself in such a painful situation is the heroism of 
faithfulness.  She desires nothing for herself, only an heir for her husband.”  (David Atkinson, 
The Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 102). 
 
“This translation [‘spread your wing over your maid-servant’] points up the word-play 
between Yahweh’s wings in 2:12 and the ‘wings’ or ‘corners’ on Israelite garments (Deut. 
22:12; Ezek. 5:3).  The exact correspondence of terminology between Ezekiel 16:8 and Ruth 3:9 
is strong evidence that Ruth’s request of Boaz is marriage.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, 
The Anchor Bible, 123). 
 

D. Her attractiveness (vv. 10, 11) 
 
“Blaise Pascal, a 17th-century philosopher and theologian, declared, ‘The virtue of a man 
ought to be measured, not by his extraordinary exertions, but by his everyday conduct.’” 
 
Although approached by younger men, she appeals to Boaz.  Ruth is identified as a “woman 
of excellence.”  “The best exegesis of that quality is provided by the magnificent acrostic poem 
in Proverbs 31:10-13, which begins with the very words [a worthy woman].”  (Edward F. 
Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 125). 
 
Boaz refers to her kindness, her hesed once more. 
 

E. Her anxiety (v. 12) 
 
Ruth had set her affection on Boaz.  Boaz now speaks of another that might function as the 
kinsman-redeemer, thus necessitating Ruth marrying this other man. 
 
“But why the sudden inclusion of the nearer relative in the story (v. 12)? The drama increases 
because of this complication. We’re not told how Ruth felt about the possibility of becoming 

someone else’s wife. It could be that God was giving Ruth and Naomi a test of faith--they had 
to wait at home for the outcome.” 
 http://www.todayintheword.org/GenMoody/default.asp?SectionID=ABECA3F4F745454090BB3C5F613C9CE7&month=07&day=14&year=2000 
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III. Boaz’s character (vv. 10-18) 
 
Boaz celebrated with food and drink the blessing of God on his harvest.  He was satiated with 
an overall sense of well-being and cheerfully fell asleep.  Ruth comes at midnight, uncovers the 
feet/legs of Boaz and lies down next to him, near his feet. 
 
“His hand would encounter her as he groped about for his mantle, to cover himself from the 
cold.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 122). 
 
I tend to see an element of surprise, of being startled.  Remember he went to bed having made 
merriment and now awakens to find a woman lying at his feet (v. 8).  I tend to see his response 
as one of concern.    Notice three elements in his response. 
 

A. Performs the Law (vv. 11-13, 18) 
 
Let us not assume Boaz was reluctant in the carrying out of the Law.  Love made his duty a 
delight.  He knew what his responsibility was, but his motive was love; first for God and then 
for Ruth. 
 
Naomi, Ruth and Boaz know the Law.  They all equally are aware of where each individual 
stands as to order.  Boaz is willing to produce with the request to redeem the line of Elimelech 
by marrying Ruth. 
 

B. Protects her honor (vv. 11, 14) 
 
Boaz did not desire to tarnish Ruth’s honor.  She was a “woman of excellence.”  This same 
quality is seen in Joseph when he found his betrothed to be with child (Matt. 1).  He sought to 
guard leaving any with the impression that anything improper had occurred.  
 

C. Pledges his purpose (vv. 13, 15-18) 
 
He invokes the name of God in pledging his resolve to be the kinsman-redeemer.  He gives 
Ruth a token or pledge of his intent.  The amount of grain given to Ruth and Naomi is not 
knowable, but it is substantial.   
 
“Some commentators suggest six ‘seahs’ which is about 2 ephahs = 88 pounds; a very heavy 
but not impossible load; a very generous gift.” (David Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible 
Speaks Today, 105). 
 
“The last time we met this reference to emptiness was in Naomi’s despair of 1:21 – ‘I went 
away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty.’  Her empty days are over!” (David 
Atkinson, The Message of Ruth, The Bible Speaks Today, 105). 
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The overtures of the kinsman-redeemer and that of God are significant and we will consider 
those “shadows” in the coming days.  However, it is sufficient to note how we must wait 
knowing that God will not rest until He has settled it today. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• Wait (v. 18) 
 
Naomi understood the Proverb, “The horse is prepared for the day of battle, But victory 
belongs to the LORD” (Prov. 21:31).  The truth of waiting is built on a strong foundation (Exod. 
14:13, 14; Psalm 46:10, 11). 
 

13 “But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the 
LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen 
today, you will never see them again forever.  14 The LORD will fight for you while 
you keep silent’” (Exod. 14:13, 14). 
 
10 “’Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will 
be exalted in the earth.’ 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our 
stronghold. Selah” (Ps. 46:10, 11). 

 
We wait, for God controls The Story.  Boaz knows the function of the kinsman-redeemer and 
already knows where he regarding his opportunity to redeem.  It is openly stated that Ruth’s 
character and activity were widely known among the inhabitants of Bethlehem.  Boaz was 
already entertaining the idea of redeeming the house of Elimelech.  He knew that another was 
in front of him and thus blocking his way from fulfilling his desires.  He loved Ruth and 
wanted her as his wife.  Although Naomi “schemed, plotted and planned”, and although Ruth 
willingly went and placed herself in a compromising position, it is Boaz who was preemptive 
in his pursuit of her.  He knew what needed to be done and had already placed the wheels in 
motion in order to secure for himself his beloved. 
 
“God also promises to give us complete instructions. The psalmist said of the Lord, "I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye" (Ps. 32:8). 
The God who knows the beginning from the end, who holds the past, present and future in 
His hands, wants to communicate His total plan for our lives. But it seldom comes all at one 
time. Instead, God reveals a little bit, and then we wait. He reveals a little more, and again we 
wait. But through this process, we become aware of God's complete instructions for our lives.” 
http://www.backtothebible.org/index.php/component/option,com_devotion/qid,12/task,show/resource_no,113/Itemid,75/ 

 
“American culture is built around the oft-quoted phrase, "Don't just stand there, do 
something!" As a result, our lives are filled with busyness. We rush from meeting to meeting. 
We chauffeur our children from hockey practice to tennis lessons to shopping at the mall. We 
pull in to the nearest fast-food drive-through, place a quick order, and then we're off again. It's 
no wonder we can identify with Blaise Pascal, who said, "All the troubles of life come upon us 
because we refuse to sit quietly." 
http://www.backtothebible.org/index.php/component/option,com_devotion/qid,12/task,show/resource_no,117/Itemid,75/ 
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In the context of all this work, at the end of the day they still needed to wait.  I would like to 
think they were not idle, but perhaps fervent in their prayers.   
 
“Of interest is the Targum’s expansion: ‘Until you know how it is decreed from heaven and 
how the matter will be made clear.’  Divine agency is made explicit in this part of the sentence, 
as contrasted to Boaz’ agency in the balancing second half of the sentence.  Are we not to see 
the same hidden hand behind ‘how the matter will fall out’ as controlled the ‘luck’ in 2:3?”  
(Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 129).  
 
“And what about God?  Had he in fact averted his eyes at the threshing floor?  Was he not in 
charge here?  Of course he was.  God is present in this story where responsible human beings 
act as God to one another.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr. Ruth, The Anchor Bible, 138). 
 
1. Be busy in the fulfilling of your responsibilities 
2. Learn to wait on God while working out your responsibilities. 
3. While working and waiting know that God will not rest until he has settled it today. 


